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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET

Rescue Memory - Activism, Arts and Public Remembrance
— ReActMem

FESTIVALT (F-ALT)

895375767

WP 13

Art confronting Holocaust distortion

exhibition, lecture and participatory conversation

[in-situ]

Poland, Otfinéw and nearby Dgbrowa Tarnowska

15.11.2025, 30.11.2025

https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/event/sztuka-wobec-znieksztalcania-

pamieci-o-zagladzie/

https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/en/event/art-confronting-holocaust-d

istortion/
https://www.facebook.com/events/793774620210620

https://www.facebook.com/events/1904223863804824

Art Confronting Holocaust Distortion is part of a multi-year artistic and community
engagement initiative addressing the difficult and often silenced histories of Otfinéw and
the wider Dgbrowa Tarnowska region. The event continues and expands the earlier project
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“Z Ciemnosci. Archiwum” (“From the Darkness. Archive”), which uncovered previously
unknown photographic materials and brought to light histories of Jewish persecution, local
complicity, and intergenerational silence.

The November 2025 events consisted of:

1. A public exhibition opening in Dgbrowa Tarnowska (15 November)
2. Anin-situ artistic meeting and community discussion in Otfindw (30 November)

Both moments engaged local audiences, regional cultural institutions, descendants of
survivors, and heritage professionals in confronting Holocaust distortion through intimate
storytelling, archival research, and artistic practice.

Continuation of the Project: Z CiemnoSci. Archiwum

The roots of the project lie in the accidental discovery of a wartime photograph in the
home of the artist’s uncle. The image—showing Polish policemen feasting near a barn
during the German occupation—prompted a deeper search of the house. Over 100
photographic negatives from the 1950s—-1970s were uncovered, depicting residents of the
Dagbrowa Tarnowska county.

These photographs portray individuals who, during the war, were witnesses—or children of
witnesses—to what historian Prof. Jan Grabowski has termed “the hunt for the Jews” in
this region.

Seeking to uncover the stories behind these images, the artist turned to the Yad Vashem
Archives, where she located testimonies naming Jewish residents of Otfinébw and
surrounding villages and reconstructing the circumstances of their deaths—often as a
direct result of betrayal by local inhabitants.

Prof. Grabowski’s research traced 277 Jews who hid in the county.
According to archival testimonies:

e 38 survived
e 239 were killed, including:

84 killed by German gendarmerie after denunciation by locals
6 murdered by peasants

11 killed by Polish (granatowa) policemen

82 denounced by locals and killed by the granatowa police

7 killed by German forces without local involvement

49 whose circumstances remain unknown

O O O O O O

This historical context frames the new artistic intervention, which seeks to illuminate truths
obscured by silence, distortion, and the passage of time.

Exhibition: “From the Darkness. Encounter — A Reportage”

15 November 2025
Osrodek Spotkania Kultur, Dgbrowa Tarnowska

The exhibition documents artist Renata Guzera’s June 2025 journey to Israel, where she
met Haya, a descendant of a Jewish family from Otfinéw and Tarndw. Their emotionally
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charged encounter brought archival history into the present through personal testimony,
shared photographs, and family memory.

A profoundly meaningful outcome of this meeting is that Haya donated her family photo
album to the Centre for the Meeting of Cultures, where it will be incorporated into the
museum’s permanent collection. This gesture symbolises both the restoration of memory
to its place of origin and a deep act of trust and reconciliation.

Nearly 50 guests attended the opening, including:

e Mr. Krzysztof Kaczmarski, Mayor (Burmistrz) of Dgbrowa Tarnowska
e regional residents, cultural practitioners, and heritage professionals

The event also featured a musical performance by Joanna Pigtek and a conversation with
the artist.

In-Situ Artistic Meeting in Otfinow

30 November 2025
Dom Ludowy, Otfinow

Returning the project to its geographic and emotional point of origin, the Otfinédw meeting
consisted of:

e Alecture on the history of Jews in Otfinéw, Zabno and surrounding areas by Dr.
Mateusz Kalita

e A presentation of archival photographs by Stanistaw Chton, the artist’s uncle

® A moderated conversation with Renata Guzera

® An open forum inviting residents to contribute personal memories and reflections

More than 40 local participants attended, making it one of the most engaged
memory-focused gatherings in the village in recent years.

The organisers express deep gratitude to

e Mr. Kamil Nowak, soltys (village head) of Otfinéw,
whose hospitality, openness, and active involvement were essential to creating a
respectful and reflective environment.

Relevance to Combating Holocaust Distortion
The event addressed Holocaust distortion through:

returning archival and testimonial evidence into community circulation
illuminating local histories of violence and betrayal historically obscured or denied
facilitating intergenerational dialogue grounded in truth and empathy

framing artistic practice as a means of confronting distortion and reclaiming
silenced narratives

e building trust between descendants, local residents, and cultural institutions
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enabling communities to speak about their own history with greater nuance and
honesty

The donation of Haya’s family album further reinforces transparent, community-rooted
memory work.

Target Groups Reached

artists

heritage professionals

NGOs and civil society organisations
independent activists

community leaders (including mayor and sottys)
educators and students

local residents and intergenerational audiences

Local Dissemination

VERSION
1.0
2.0

Announcements and invitations across Otfinéw, Zabno and Dgbrowa Tarnowska
Extensive social media circulation by partner institutions

Announcement during mass in the church in Otfindw, inviting residents to
participate

Long-term visibility through the ongoing exhibition (open until spring 2026)
Preservation and public accessibility of Haya’s family photo album within the
museum collection

HISTORY OF CHANGES

PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE
01.04.2022 Initial version (new MFF).
31.08.2025 Changed the delivery date (from August 31, 2025 to November 30,

2025), added a new location (from Otwindw to Otwinéw and Dgbrowa
Tarnowska), and changed the duration (from 1 day to series).



