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From country 8 [Austria] 2
From country 9 [Lithuania] = 1
From country 10 [Portugal] = 1
From country 11 [Denmark] = 1
Total number of participants: = 44 From total number of countries: = 11

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

The seminar “REINTERPRETATIONS: Transforming Borderscapes through Infrastructure, Oppression,
and Resistance”, organised between 23-26 April 2026 in Swinoroje (near Narewka, Poland)focused
on the critical examination of border violence, control mechanisms, and resistance strategies at the
external borders of the European Union, with particular attention to the Polish—Belarusian border.
During a seminar 20 presentations were delivered, 2 workshops, 2 guided walks and theater play.

The main goal of the event was to discuss and challenge the main premises of the migration,
refugee and forced migration research, by focusing on following themes:

® The systemic nature of violence: Border violence is not incidental but embedded in the
architecture and infrastructure of “mobile borders” (e.g., walls, surveillance technologies).

e A methodological crisis: There is an urgent need to reorient research toward engaged
approaches that avoid extractivism and recognize migrants as agents and knowledge
holders.

e The role of “archives of resistance”: Documentation of pushbacks and practices of
memorialization (so-called mourning activism) serve as key tools to challenge
state-imposed invisibility and erasure.

e Interdependence of infrastructure and environment: Natural environments (forests, rivers,
seas) are instrumentalized as components of border infrastructure, increasing the lethality
of migration routes.

Further, we discussed the architecture and technologies of border control. The seminar highlighted
how contemporary borders have evolved from simple lines of division into complex “borderscapes”
shaped by advanced physical and technological infrastructures.

e Border walls as tools of displacement: Walls (e.g., at the Polish—Belarusian and US—Mexico
borders) simultaneously externalize migration control and internalize exclusion by creating
“legal black holes” within state territories.

e Robotic technologies and drones: The deployment of drones and automated systems at EU
external borders reshapes surveillance dynamics and human—technology interactions.

® Geophysics of violence: Research on the “geophysics of border violence” reveals lethal
pushback regimes in which terrain and technical barriers are deliberately used to increase
risks for migrants.

Visual regimes of surveillance: Images of surveillance towers, razor wire, and monitored riverbanks
illustrate dense networks of control and spatial exclusion in forested and aquatic areas.

Key element of the discussions was how nowadays do Holocaust past of Podlasie region resonates
to the making of the memory resonates with current crises and responses to it.
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Apart from the traditional presentations and discussions held at the venue in Swinoroje, the
participants were invited to explore different formats to facilitate learning and exchange. The
seminar opened with a guided “borderwalk” led by Inga Hajdarowicz and Natalia Judzinska. This
field-based activity introduced participants to the local context of the Polish—Belarusian borderland,
combining situated knowledge, activist perspectives, and on-site reflection on the material and
socio-politics dimensions of border control and humanitarian response. The walk with Ewa
Moroz-Keczynska, a local resident and a guide drew participants attention to environmental richness
of the area of Puszcza Biatowieska and impact of the border crisis on nature. Participants also joined
local residents in the local cultural center to watch the monodrama “The Little Doctor Has
Returned”, directed by Joanna Troc and performed by Rafat Pietrzak which was additional event of
the seminar. The performance, created by Teatr Czrevo, is based on the life story of Arsalan
Azzaddin, a long-time resident of Poland, Iranian Kurd, and medical doctor who became actively
involved in assisting people affected by the humanitarian crisis at the Polish—Belarusian border.

Participants from outside the European Union also took part in the event, including individuals from
the United Kingdom, Syria, the United States of America, and Bulgaria; in total, more than 44 people
from 15 different countries attended the seminar.

Website of the event:

- The information on the event will be published on the project website: https://difficultheritage.eu/

HISTORY OF CHANGES
VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE
1.0 01.04.2024 Initial version (new MFF).
2.0 10.02.2026 Change of the delivery date for WP42, from February to April.



