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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

PROJECT 

Project name and acronym:  
Rescue Memory - Activism, Arts and Public Remembrance 
— ReActMem 

Participant: FUNDACJA URBAN MEMORY (UMF) 

PIC number: 890263576 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: WP 46 

Event name: Site specific heritage walks 

Type: Series of educational walks 

In situ/online: in situ 

Location: Poland, Wrocław 

Date(s): 10.10.2025, 13.03.2026, 22.03.2026 

Website(s) (if any): https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/en/events/ 

Participants 

Female: 71 

Male: 11 

Non-binary: 0 

From country 1 [Poland]: 82 

Total number of participants: 82 From total number of countries: 1 

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

The series included three site specific heritage walks led by different experts featuring the area of the 
destroyed Jewish cemetery on Gwarna Street in Wrocław. Two of them were deep-dive sessions at the site of 
the cemetery and the third one was a city walk leading the group to the cemetery site and its story.  

The first activity was organized on 10.10.2025 as a guided heritage walk titled “Green Commemoration for 
Gwarna” led by  Aga Jabłońska of UMF and Dr. Justyna Rubaszek of the Wrocław University of Environmental 
and Life Sciences (UPWr) for students of the UPWr within the Landscaping Architecture course. The tour 
introduced the historical and spatial context of the cemetery site and included educational session encouraging 
reflection on the relationship between urban development, ecology, and memory.  

On 13 March 2026, a thematic walk entitled “Jewish burial law on the example of the cemetery at Gwarna 
Street” was led by Aleksander Schwarz, a heritage and Halakha expert on burials, also a representative of the 
Rabbinical Commission for Jewish Cemeteries in Poland. Agata Strządała of UMF introduced the historical 
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context of the cemetery and commemorative efforts. The tour focused on Jewish burial practices, the religious 
and cultural significance of graves, and ethical principles related to the protection of burial sites. Participants 
also learned about the history of the cemetery and efforts of commemoration.  

A third public walk took place on 22 March 2026 under the title “Tracing Jewish Breslau: 
Włodkowica–Gwarna”. The walk began at the White Stork Synagogue, continued through historically significant 
locations, and concluded at Gwarna Street. Participants explored the history of Jewish life in pre-war Breslau, 
the transformation of the district in the 19th and 20th centuries, and the role of urban space in preserving 
memory. The walk also addressed the destruction of Jewish heritage, including the burning of the New 
Synagogue during the November pogrom in 1938. The walk was led by Maciej Wlazło, a certified city guide and 
educator specialising in the multicultural history of Wrocław. Aga Jabłońska of UMF concluded the walk at the 
cemetery site and presented its history, Jewish perspective on burial grounds and commemorative efforts. 

In addition, on 16.09.2025 UMF hosted a group od American students from the Syracuse Univeristy and Aga 
Jabłońska gave a guided tour in English at the cemetery site introducing the concept of green commemorations 
and covering the history of the site. These participants are not included in the EDS statistics.  

The activities gathered a broad and diverse audiences, including university students, teachers and academics, 
senior citizens, local residents, Jewish heritage activists, Jewish community members and community leaders, 
enabling a multi-perspective exchange of knowledge and experiences. 

The series contributed to raising awareness of the Jewish heritage of Wrocław, fostering discussion on ethical 
and sustainable approaches to commemoration, and strengthening dialogue between experts and local 
communities. It also supported the development of participatory practices in heritage interpretation. 

Communication: FB public event 22.03.2026 link. Two other walks were for targeted audiences reached by 
mailing and personalized invitations.  

 

HISTORY OF CHANGES 

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE 

1.0 01.04.2024 Initial version (new MFF). 

2.0 19.02.2025 Changed the delivery date from September 2025 to April 2026. 

3.0 1.07.2025 Changed the name (from Site specific International architectural 

competition to Site specific heritage walks), changed the duration 

(from 1-day to series), changed due date to May 2026, and changed 

the brief description (from organising an international architectural 

competition for the Gwarna Jewish cemetery site to organising a series 

of cultural-heritage walks in the cemetery area with architects, 

landscape designers, ecologists, activists, and experts, in Polish and 

English). 
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https://www.facebook.com/events/1482647953578190/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22search%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D

