EU Grants: Event description sheet (CERV): V1.0 — 01.04.2022

EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET

Rescue Memory - Activism, Arts and Public Remembrance
— ReActMem

MAROM KLUB EGYESULET (Marom)

879422177

WP 21

Art Intervention MIKEFE - From Seed to Fruit — Echoes from the Garden of
MIKEFE (Hungarian Israelite Crafts and Agricultural Association)

exhibition, family program, art workshop, audio walk and zine publication

in-situ

Hungary, Budapest

31th May, 2026

https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/event/interwencja-artystyczna-mikef
e-od-nasiona-do-owocu-echa-z-ogrodu-mikefe

https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/en/event/from-seed-to-fruit-echoes-f
rom-the-mikefe-garden-artistic-intervention/



https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/event/interwencja-artystyczna-mikefe-od-nasiona-do-owocu-echa-z-ogrodu-mikefe
https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/event/interwencja-artystyczna-mikefe-od-nasiona-do-owocu-echa-z-ogrodu-mikefe
https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/en/event/from-seed-to-fruit-echoes-from-the-mikefe-garden-artistic-intervention/
https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/en/event/from-seed-to-fruit-echoes-from-the-mikefe-garden-artistic-intervention/

EU Grants: Event description sheet (CERV): V1.0 — 01.04.2022

The programme From Seed to Fruit — Echoes from the Garden of MIKEFE (Hungarian Israelite Crafts and
Agricultural Association) was presented on 31 May at Csanyi5 and adjacent public green spaces in Budapest.
The programme centred on the largely forgotten legacy of MIKEFE, one of the most significant Jewish
educational and vocational initiatives in twentieth-century Hungary. Through artistic interventions,
participatory activities, and heritage-based programming, the event explored how MIKEFE’s horticultural school
and garden functioned not only as a site of agricultural training but also as a space of social mobility,
community formation, and cultural continuity for Hungarian Jews.

Founded to provide practical education and professional opportunities, MIKEFE occupied a unique position
within Hungarian Jewish society. Its horticultural garden on Kereszturi Road connected agricultural knowledge
with Jewish communal values, creating pathways for employment, self-sufficiency, and learning. By placing
MIKEFE at the centre of the programme, the event highlighted an often-overlooked chapter of Hungarian
Jewish history while demonstrating how historical sites of learning can continue to inspire contemporary
cultural practice.

Scheduled immediately before Shavuot, the programme explored the relationship between cultivation,
knowledge, and transmission. Drawing inspiration from both the botanical scholarship of Rabbi Immanuel Low
and the educational mission of MIKEFE, participants were encouraged to consider plants not merely as
elements of nature, but as carriers of language, memory, labour, and cultural heritage.

The family programme, The Lost Garden of Immanuel Loéw, opened the day with an interactive expedition for
children and adults. Beginning at Csanyi5 and continuing through nearby parks, participants followed a
map-based route through stations that combined observation, play, and discovery. Led by performer Rahel
Papp, the activity reflected the educational ideals that shaped MIKEFE’s approach to learning through direct
engagement with the natural world.

The cyanotype workshop led by artist Bence lllyés introduced participants to a historic photographic technique
through the creation of botanical sun prints. As an artistic intervention, the workshop encouraged reflection on
how botanical knowledge is collected, transmitted, and remembered, while establishing a dialogue between
contemporary artistic production and the horticultural traditions cultivated within the MIKEFE garden.

A central component of the programme was the audio walk Summoning Immanuel Low, created and performed
by Zsofi Rebeka Kozma. Combining historical references, narrative fragments, and environmental sound, this
artistic intervention transformed public space into a landscape of remembrance and reflection. The walk
connected Léw’s botanical scholarship to the educational environment represented by MIKEFE, inviting
participants to consider how knowledge becomes embedded within places and collective memory.

The day concluded with the opening of the exhibition From Seed to Fruit — Echoes from the Garden of MIKEFE
and the launch of the collaborative zine Clapping Trees. Featuring works by Kinga Enzsoly, Zsuzsi Flohr, Daniel
Haldsz, and Zsofia Szemz8, the exhibition explored cultivation, ecological memory, labour, migration, and
Jewish cultural history through contemporary artistic practice. Functioning as an artistic intervention into the
memory of MIKEFE, it created new interpretations of the institution’s legacy through visual art, installation, and
research-based practice. The opening speech was followed by two guided exhibition tours led by the curators,
offering visitors deeper insight into the historical research. The exhibition remained on view for one week.

The launch of Clapping Trees publication further extended these themes through contributions by Viktor Cseh,
Kinga Enzsoly, Zsuzsi Flohr, Fuzzy Earth, Kitti Gosztola, Daniel Haldsz, Zs6fia Szonja Illés, Klara 06, Zséfia Szemz6,
and Kata Tranker. Produced through risograph printing by Bpzines, the publication functioned both as an artistic
outcome and as a portable archive documenting the programme’s engagement with MIKEFE, botanical
heritage, and Jewish memory.

The programme engaged families, artists, cultural practitioners, educators, heritage professionals, and
members of the wider public. Curated by Andrea Ausztrics and Zséfia Szemz0, it transformed the historical
legacy of MIKEFE into a framework for dialogue about education, ecology, labour, and Jewish cultural memory,
contributing to the visibility and preservation of an important chapter of Hungarian Jewish heritage.

website: http://zsidokultura.hu/project/from-seed-to-fruit

Articles in Hun: http://disg.us/t/54nj4zd
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HISTORY OF CHANGES

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE
1.0 01.04.2022 Initial version (new MFF).
2.0 31.08.2025 Change the duration (from September 30, 2025 to May 31, 2026)




