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The Work Package “Commemoration through visual arts” took the form of an interdisciplinary, participatory
workshop series combined with a student competition and public presentation of projects submitted in the
competition. The activity aimed at developing a concept for temporary green commemoration integrating
artistic intervention at a forgotten Jewish cemetery site at Gwarna Street in Wroctaw.

The event was preceded by an open call for students from artistic, design, humanities, social and natural
science disciplines. The call invited participants from universities in Wroctaw and other Polish cities to join
interdisciplinary teams working on conceptual proposals for temporary commemoration. The recruitment
process emphasized motivation, openness to collaboration and interest in memory activism rather than prior
experience. Selected participants (18 persons) formed 4 mixed teams combining competences in visual arts,
landscape design, urban studies, philosophy, sociology, and cultural studies.

The workshop series took place on 6-8 March, 2026 in Wroctaw at the Academy of Fine Arts Eugeniusz Geppert
in Wroctaw where lectures, team work, and expert consultations were conducted, as well as at the project site
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located at Gwarna Street, the area of the destroyed Jewish cemetery in the city centre. The first day included
introductory lectures, historical, ecological and cultural contextualization, and a site visit. Participants were
introduced to contemporary commemorative practices, transformations in public memory discourse, and the
history of the Gwarna Street location. Experts representing heritage institutions, academia, and memory
organizations provided input. A guided site visit allowed participants to engage directly with the physical space
and discuss constraints related to cultural sensitivity and religious law, including halachic principles concerning
Jewish cemeteries.

Historical, heritage and religious-law considerations related to the Jewish cemetery were addressed by
Aleksander Schwarz (Rabbinical Commission for Jewish Cemeteries in Poland; Foundation Zapomniane), who
introduced participants to the principles of halachic law, non-invasive approaches to memorialization, and
culturally sensitive interventions in burial sites. Artistic guidance and support in developing site-specific and
participatory interventions were provided by Dr hab. Karolina Freino (Academy of Fine Arts Eugeniusz Geppert
in Wroctaw, Faculty of Sculpture and Art Mediation) and Dr Karolina Szymanowska (Academy of Fine Arts
Eugeniusz Geppert in Wroctaw), who advised students on conceptual development, spatial thinking, and the
use of ephemeral artistic forms in public space. Dr Agnieszka Ktos (Academy of Fine Arts Eugeniusz Geppert in
Wroctaw, Department of Art Mediation) contributed expertise in art mediation, cultural memory, and
Holocaust-related heritage, supporting participants in framing ethically grounded commemorative narratives.
Sociological perspectives on difficult heritage, identity, and local memory were provided by Dr Kamilla
Biskupska (Institute of Sociology, University of Wroctaw), who supported students in understanding social
reception and community-sensitive approaches. Urban, spatial and landscape-related aspects were supported
by Dr inZz. arch. Justyna Rubaszek (Wroctaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences, Department of
Landscape Architecture) and Dr Liliana Serafin (Wroctaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences,
Department of Landscape Architecture), who advised on green infrastructure, environmentally responsible
design, plant selection, and integration of ecological commemoration elements within dense urban contexts.
Additional guidance on urban context, feasibility, and spatial integration of temporary memorial installations
was provided by architect Wojciech Chrzanowski (Urban Memory Foundation; ch+ architekci), while Aga
Jabtonhska (Urban Memory Foundation) contributed expertise in Jewish heritage interpretation, community
engagement, and public memory activism. Together, the expert team offered continuous consultations, helping
students refine their ideas, ensure historical and cultural sensitivity, and develop interdisciplinary proposals
combining visual arts, green commemoration strategies, and socially responsive design.

The second and third days focused on collaborative design work supported by expert consultations.
Participants worked in interdisciplinary teams to develop proposals integrating visual and performative arts,
environmentally responsible design, urban context, and ethical reflection on memory. Consultations were
provided by specialists in heritage studies, sociology, landscape architecture, artistic practice, and
representatives of Jewish heritage protection bodies. This format encouraged dialogue between students,
practitioners, and community-oriented experts, fostering a participatory environment.

The final event on 14 March 2026 consisted of public presentations of student proposals, jury deliberation, and
announcement of the winning project. The jury included representatives of partner universities, organizers,
heritage professionals, and representatives connected with Jewish heritage protection. Importantly, the
evaluation process also involved Jewish descendants of pre-war Breslau residents from Sweden and the United
States, whose participation introduced a transnational and intergenerational perspective on the
commemorative proposals. Their presence contributed to discussions on historical sensitivity, authenticity, and
the ethical dimensions of memorializing the former Jewish cemetery site. Presentations created a forum for
dialogue between participants, organizers, and invited audiences, including heritage professionals, students,
and activists. The winning project, “Ray of the Past” received an honorarium and was invited to further
development with the possibility of implementation in public space in 2026-2027.

The event was addressed primarily to students and emerging professionals from artistic, design, humanities,
and social science disciplines, particularly those interested in public memory, heritage interpretation, and
participatory artistic practices. At the same time, the event was designed to engage a broader group of
stakeholders, including heritage professionals, representatives of NGOs, civic society organizations and
unaffiliated activists, community leaders, educators, and researchers working on difficult heritage and public
commemoration. Through the open presentations, discussions with experts, and participatory workshop
format, the event also addressed local audiences interested in the history of Wroctaw, Jewish heritage, and
socially engaged artistic interventions in urban space.

Throughout the event, the participatory dimension was central. Students actively co-created commemorative
concepts, engaged in interdisciplinary collaboration, and interacted with experts and memory activists. The
workshop format also enabled reflection on ethical approaches to difficult heritage, environmentally
responsible commemoration, and temporary artistic interventions in urban space. The event fostered dialogue
between academic institutions, civil society actors, and emerging professionals. Future steps going beyond the
project will include implementation of the winning project.
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Facebook events: call for students 1, call for students 2 - reminder, public presentations, post-presentations
report with photos - link, presentation of the winning project - link, presentation of other projects - link.

HISTORY OF CHANGES

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE
1.0 01.04.2024 Initial version (new MFF).
2.0 19.02.2025 Changed the delivery date (from August 2025 to May 2026).



https://www.facebook.com/events/1014503165075277?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22user_timeline%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1083259433934179&set=a.504142541845874
https://www.facebook.com/events/819378983769874?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid0wmwBZfAoCtByMVjxDE7pbC4MxMLNrDfwAVwzFRXxGHx54SPwmxDfbvdtFwBfanful
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid02uEpx2D17RE5DdXFsXAYgVG2tm4PNWUY4bx1QquFXEDCWJQrzpqRQBcWetA1Wa98kl
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid0386x8n4zTt137aQonKJe8wif62zBKob8dBxaLPFRJYSJU6Aoq6G9yopFUu9KKytFol

