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Workshop & educational sessions at heritage sites

in-situ

Ztotoryja, Wroctaw, Otawa (Poland)

18.02.2026, 15.04.2026, 19.04.2026

https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/en/events/

The series included three educational field activities conducted at Jewish heritage sites in Western Poland:
Ztotoryja, Wroctaw and Otawa. The events addressed the overlapping cultural legacies of Jewish, German, and
Polish communities, focusing on Jewish cemeteries where original communities no longer exist. The events
focused on documenting and interpreting material traces of Jewish heritage — particularly matzevah fragments
reused in post-war infrastructure — within the contemporary landscapes.
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The activities combined inventory work, field documentation, educational visits, and community
engagement, introducing participants to the concept of ethics of care and practical methods of identifying,
recording, interpreting, marking and protecting dispersed heritage elements.

The inventory study of matzevah fragments and related heritage traces included:

identifying fragments reused in walls, pavements, and infrastructure
photographic documentation

description of material condition

identification of Hebrew/German inscriptions

preliminary epigraphic interpretation

recording reuse context (secondary use)

community-sourced information gathering

presenting and analysing 3D scans of selected gravestones

The inventory was conducted as a participatory educational activity, involving students, teachers, local
stakeholders, visitors from abroad and heritage professionals.

The first educational session “Developing a Culture of Memory: Field-Based Care and Inventory Workshop” took
place in Ztotoryja on 18.02.2026. This closed workshop organized together with the Society of Lovers of the
Ztotoryja Land (Towarzystwoi Mito$nikéw Ziemi Ztotorysjkiej) for a group of secondary and primary school
students assisted by their teachers introduced participatory inventory practices at the site of an invisible
(destroyed and overgrown) Jewish cemetery and surrounding area in Ztotoryja. The activity began with a short
historical introduction by local activist and retired history teacher, Roman Gorzkowski and presentation of
Jewish funerary traditions by Aleksander Schwarz, an expert at Rabbinical Commission for the Preservation of
Jewish Cemeteries in Poland, followed by fieldwork led by Aga Jabtoriska of UMF and Tomasz Szymaniak,
history teacher, focused on identifying and documenting fragments of matzevot reused in local structures.
Students took part in a hands-on inventory exercise including photographic documentation, condition
assessment, inscription reading, and preliminary cataloguing of fragments. The workshop also incorporated
care-based micro-interventions such as temporary marking of heritage fragments with natural colorful
pigments and discussion of “green commemorations” practices. The activity aimed to build awareness of
dispersed heritage and encourage youth engagement in local memory culture. Further works to mark the
cemetery together with the local community will continue beyond the project duration as part of UMF
long-term mission.

The second educational session took place on 15.04.2026 in Wroctaw at the Old Jewish Cemetery at Sleina
Street - City Museum of Cemetery Art and was addressed to a study visit group organized with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Poland as part of the “Reconnecting after March 1968” program. Participants from Poland,
Denmark, Sweden and Spain took part in the activity - a guided heritage walk in English at the cemetery by the
Museum custodian, Renata Krakowska-Wilkoszewska and were introduced to layered Jewish-German-Polish
heritage. The visit included discussion of tombstone typologies, preservation challenges, and examples of
previously documented matzevot. Participants were introduced to digital inventory methods through the
presentation of 3D models and documentation workflows. The activity emphasized the importance of
systematic inventory work as a tool for preserving material traces of communities that no longer exist and
encouraged engagement with neglected heritage sites.

The third event titled “Return of the Matzevah” took place in Ofawa on 19.04.2026. The activity centered
around a marble matzevah discovered in 2025 in Jelcz, bearing Hebrew and German inscriptions which were
translated by Dr. Wojciech Tworek (Jewish Studies Dep., University of Wroctaw) and Dr. Stawomir Pastuszka. The
gravestone was located and secured through the efforts of our partner, a grassroots initiative Spod Ziemi Patrzy
Breslau, in cooperation with the Jewish Community of Wroctaw, local activists of the Historical Association in
Otawa, and with support from the UMF. We ran archival research and identified the gravestone as belonging to
Moritz Bruck (1779-1857), who was originally buried at the Jewish cemetery in Ofawa (former Ohlau).
Following conservation and genealogical research, the original provenance of the matzevah was confirmed as
the Jewish cemetery in Otawa. In April 2026, the tombstone was transported to the cemetery where we
organized an educational session for the local community presenting this rare discovery, the history of the
Jewish community and cemetery in Otawa (by local activist Piotr Turek), the biography of Moritz Bruck (by
memory activist Alan Weiss), the meaning and structure of Jewish tombstones, and the broader phenomenon
of reusage of matzevot and other German gravestones in the post-war period in Poland (by Aga Jabtonska of
UMF). The event served as both symbolic restitution and an educational example of inventory-based heritage
recovery fostering gestures of care among local inhabitants. Further steps going beyond the project will include
installation of the matzevah at the cemetery in consultation with the Jewish Community of Wroctaw and the
Regional Heritage Conservation Office.
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The three educational sessions conducted in Ztotoryja, Wroctaw and Ofawa focused on participatory inventory
and interpretation of dispersed Jewish material heritage, particularly matzevot reused in infrastructure and
urban landscapes. Together, the three sessions promoted participatory inventory, care-based heritage
practices, and community engagement, strengthening awareness of reused matzevot and supporting the
development of local cultures of memory. In both towns of Lower Silesia, Ztotoryja and Otawa local media

covered our events.

UMF Facebook post Ztotoryja event: link link

UMF Facebook Ofawa public event: event, invitation-reminder, post-event report with photos

Spod Ziemi Patrzy Breslau Facebook posts: post 1, post 2, post 3
Local media: Zlotoryja - link, Otawa - link

HISTORY OF CHANGES

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE
1.0 01.04.2024 Initial version (new MFF).
2.0 19.04.2025 Modification of the location by adding Ztotoryja in addition to Wroctaw
3.0 22.01.2026 Modification of the location by adding Ofawa (a town near Wroclaw,

Poland) and postponing the due date till the end of May 2026. (email
22.01.2026)



https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid0u1caAuaYWx6N7cUdc3tr1AQjzHrvvW1RYcGcDCGeLp7ETBqi2ftyKqQZNAa8CvrLl
https://www.facebook.com/events/969297996048726/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22search%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid027i21rjPxMZFBWPktyz2S9mBUBxUwDspcKyJpLeAuGmotto495AaSdT9FnnNbcqJol
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid0Qf25xAfY3H7etzxTA59zggiaxpximZuPSU8qzHxLgEjoSaQk6G6s7SNF8a1oPEJBl
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=991450443548244&set=a.162027439823886
https://www.facebook.com/events/969297996048726?post_id=971928439119015&acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22footer_attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/spodziemipatrzybreslau/posts/pfbid028TGL1kdc9Wtok3x5PRGxFdA1hTrAW5nyFCG6nqVZ7JDWz5suQ5LXg7KiG5Nfhu7kl
https://www.tmzz-zlotoryja.pl/index.php?view=article&id=484:warsztaty-z-fundacja-urban-memory-z-wroclawia&catid=34
https://www.tuolawa.pl/artykul/44643,macewa-moritza-wrocila-na-olawski-cmentarz-zydowski#mo63s81qg92ibeyy9iw

