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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET

Rescue Memory - Activism, Arts and Public Remembrance
— ReActMem

FUNDACJA URBAN MEMORY (UMF)

890263576

WP 54

"Rescue Memory Handbook" launch event

Series of trainings, discussions & presentations

online

online

28.01.2026, 19.02.2026, 19.03.2026, 23.04.2026, 23.06.2026

https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/en/event/wp54

The ReActMem Handbook and the project activities were disseminated through a series of five online events,
including one workshop for schools and four thematic public webinars.



https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/en/event/wp54/
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The first session took place on 28 January, 2026 and had the form of an educational workshop entitled “From
an Exhibit to Memories — How Memory Works in Historical Museums”. The workshop was addressed to
students and educators from high schools, including the XLIII Upper Secondary School in Krakéw (XLII Liceum
Ogolnoksztatcgce im. Zofii Chrzanowskiej). The session introduced participants to the ReActMem project, and
focused on mechanisms of memory construction in museums and encouraged reflection on how exhibitions
shape historical narratives and social memory.

The second event, “Rescue Memory: Theory and Practice” was held on 19 February 2026. This public webinar
introduced the key concept of rescue memory developed within the project and discussed its theoretical
foundations and practical applications by project partners. Guest speakers included Prof. Ewa Domanska
(University of Poznan), Dr Aleksandra Kumala (FestivALT), Piotr Jakowenko (Brama Cukermana Foundation), and
Witold Wrzosifiski (Foundation for Documentation of Jewish Cemeteries). The session was moderated by Dr
Aleksandra Janus (Zapomniane Foundation).

The third webinar, “Rescue Memory: Theatrical Interventions” took place on 19 March 2026. It focused on
theatre and performative arts as tools for restoring and renegotiating collective memory. The invited speakers
were director Michat Zadara (Director of the Polish Theatre in Wroctaw), actor Michael Rubenfeld, and theatre
director Marcin Wierzchowski. The discussion was moderated by Jozef Legierski (UMF) and Lena Rubenfeld
(FestivAlLT).

The fourth webinar, “Rescue Memory: Acoustic Representations of the Past and the Present” was held on 23
April 2026. The meeting explored sound-based memory practices and sensory approaches to difficult heritage.
Guests included Dr Stawomir Wieczorek (Institute of Musicology, University of Wroctaw), Michat Libera
(sociologist, curator), and Ludomir Franczak (artist). The discussion was moderated by Dr Agata Strzgdata (UMF
and Medical University of Wroctaw).

On 23 June, we concluded with the final international webinar “Difficult Past Is Now. Current Struggles
Connected with Racism and Borders” which explored how difficult pasts continue to materialise in the present
through processes of racialisation, border regimes, displacement, and contemporary forms of violence. The
webinar examined the ways in which research, activism, and artistic practices contribute to documenting,
interpreting, and remembering ongoing injustices while creating space for voices and experiences that are
often marginalised or silenced. The Rescue Memory Handbook was presented. The programme focused on two
interconnected case studies, 1) Romani histories and contemporary forms of memory activism, highlighting
connections between historical experiences of war, displacement, and genocide and the ongoing war in
Ukraine, 2) memory, grief, and commemorative activism related to irregularised migration routes and the
deaths of people seeking asylum in Europe and beyond. The webinar brought together scholars, activists, and
artists working at the intersection of memory, migration, and social justice. Contributions were presented by
Tetiana Storozhko (TENET, Berlin/Lviv), Elzbieta Mirga-Wdjtowicz (Jaw Dikh Foundation and Centre of Migration
Research, University of Warsaw), Natalia Judzifiska (Institute of Slavic Studies, Polish Academy of Sciences),
Marijana HamerSak (Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Research, Zagreb).

The webinar series was addressed to a diverse international audience and attracted students, teachers,
memory activists, researchers, artists, cultural practitioners, museum professionals, and representatives of
NGOs and heritage institutions. The series played an important role in disseminating the ReActMem project’s
conceptual framework and practical outcomes. It created a space for dialogue between academic research,
artistic practice, and grassroots memory activism, while also fostering collaboration between European
partners. By presenting case studies, methodologies, and care-based approaches to memory work - project
knowledge and experience gathered in the Handbook, the webinars contributed to strengthening
competencies in working with marginalized histories and sensitive heritage. The series as a whole increased the
visibility of the project, promoted and shared its final result, supported knowledge exchange, and promoted
innovative, inclusive, and socially engaged approaches to memory practices in Europe.

Facebook posts: Rescue Memory: Theory and Practice FB event; Rescue Memory: Theatrical Intervention EB
event; Rescue Memory: Acoustic Representations of the Past and the Present FB event, invite; Difficult Past Is
Now. Current Struggles Connected with Racism and Border FB event.

HISTORY OF CHANGES
VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE
1.0 01.04.2024 Initial version (new MFF).
2.0 19.02.2025 Changed the delivery date from February 2026 to June 2026.


https://fb.me/e/6lTvQk9G1
https://fb.me/e/44SivNI1m
https://fb.me/e/44SivNI1m
https://fb.me/e/7qul0YpUR
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid026EHgMdvsavSXRA696VLZVfk7obE84oMzWNdbL6f6FYHMCytUGqvM2tGqSURm4tukl
https://www.facebook.com/events/1627487091647200/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22home%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
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3.0

22.06.2026

Language update for webinar series from English and original
languages to inclusion of Polish and Spanish as additional languages




