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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

PROJECT 

Project name and acronym:  
Rescue Memory - Activism, Arts and Public Remembrance 
— ReActMem 

Participant: FUNDACJA URBAN MEMORY (UMF) 

PIC number: 890263576 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: WP 53 

Event name: Exhibition on Jewish pre-war architects 

Type: 
Series of events (public talks, workshops, guided tours of the exhibit and 
city walks) 

In situ/online: in-situ 

Location: Poland, Wrocław 

Date(s): 
6.05.2026, 7.05.2026, 9.05.2026, 10.05.2026, 17.05.2026, 21.05.2026, 
27.05.2026, 28.05.2026, 11.06.2026, 24-25.06.2026, 30.06 2026 

Website(s) (if any): https://reactmem.difficultheritage.eu/en/event/wp53/ 

Participants 

Female: 185 

Male: 73 

Non-binary: 4 

From country 1 [Poland]: 246 

From country 2 [Belgium]: 1 

From country 3 [Czech Republic]: 2 

From country 4 [Denmark]: 3 

From country 5 [The Netherlands]: 1 

From country 6 [Germany]: 7 

From country 7 [Sweden]: 2 

Total number of participants: 262 From total number of countries: 7 
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Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

The series of events in Wrocław was held throughout May-June 2026 around the indoor exhibition “Jewish 
Architects of Wrocław” prepared by the Bente Kahan Foundation and hosted for two months at the Taube 
Department of Jewish Studies, University of Wrocław. UMF together with these two partners organized 3 public 
events, 3 guided exhibit tours and 8 city walks. Partnership also included cooperation on selected events with 
the Wrocław Medical University, Wrocław Institute of Culture, Museum of Architecture of Wrocław and Jewish 
Culture Festival - Simcha. The exhibit was a point of departure and inspiration for developing a robust 
programming that reached diverse local and international audiences.  
 
The exhibition, available in Polish and English languages, was prepared by scholars Dr hab. Eng. Arch. Agnieszka 
Tomaszewicz and Dr Eng. Arch. Joanna Majczyk of the Wrocław University of Science and Technology. It 
presented selected biographies, buildings and professional networks of seven Jewish architects active in pre-war 
Breslau, Germany (today Wrocław, Poland). These were Edwin Oppler, Richard Wolffenstein, Leo Schlesinger, 
Paul & Richard Ehrlich, Erich Mendelsohn, and Moritz Hadda. It focused on the role of Jewish architects in shaping 
the urban landscape of Breslau/Wrocław from the nineteenth century to the interwar period. The exhibit 
highlighted their involvement in the design of synagogues, communal buildings, residential architecture, 
commercial spaces, healthcare infrastructure and public institutions. The exhibition also raised questions about 
visibility, memory and erasure: many of the buildings and biographies featured in the exhibit were either 
forgotten, transformed or insufficiently represented in dominant narratives of the city’s history.  

A) Local and international events with guided tours of the exhibit 

The first event, “Jewish Architects in Breslau: Major Projects of the 19th and 20th Centuries. From the New 
Synagogue to Department Stores”, took place on 6 May 2026 at the Taube Department of Jewish Studies, 
University of Wrocław. It opened the series and introduced the main themes of the exhibition through a 
curatorial guided tour, expert presentations and a panel discussion. The meeting focused on the role of Jewish 
architects in shaping the urban and social landscape of Breslau/Wrocław, with particular attention to Edwin 
Oppler, architect of the New Synagogue, and Richard and Paul Ehrlich, authors of communal, residential and 
commercial buildings. The event invited the audience to reflect on architecture as a form of civic engagement, 
social responsibility and participation of Jewish professionals in the development of the modern city. The exhibit 
tour was led by Dr hab. Eng. Arch. Agnieszka Tomaszewicz and Dr Eng. Arch. Joanna Majczyk, the exhibit authors. 
Then, presentations covered the work of Edwin Oppler, delivered by Dr Karolina Jara, and Ehrlich brothers, 
delivered by Aleksandra Podlejska, MA, later followed by a panel discussion with these speakers, Prof. Jerzy Kos, 
and Dr hab. Eng. Arch. Agnieszka Tomaszewicz, moderated by Dr Tim Buchen. 
 
The second event, “Towards Modernism: Jewish Architects and New Metropolises”, was held on 27 May 2026 
at Barbara, Wrocław Institute of Culture. The programme included a curatorial guided tour of the exhibition 
“Jewish Architects of Wrocław” which was transferred to this location as a pop-up for 1-day and a panel 
discussion featuring Prof. Jerzy Ilkosz, Dr Tim Buchen, and Aleksandra Podlejska, moderated by Dr Eng. Arch. 
Joanna Majczyk. The conversation addressed the role of Jewish architects in shaping the urban landscape of 
Wrocław and opened broader questions of memory, heritage, and the visibility of Jewish contributions to the 
city’s architectural history. It explored the transformation of East Central European cities after WWI, focusing on 
modernism, housing, urban planning and the emergence of new metropolitan ambitions. The discussion 
considered how Jewish architects participated in processes of urban expansion, social reform and the 
development of public infrastructure in Breslau/Wrocław. The venue provided live streaming of the 
conversation. 

The third event, “Blueprints of Belonging: Jewish Architects in Interwar East Central Europe”, took place on 24–
25 June 2026 at the Taube Department of Jewish Studies, University of Wrocław. This English-language 
international workshop situated the history of Jewish architects in Breslau/Wrocław within a wider East Central 
European perspective. It opened on 24 June with a keynote lecture by Prof. Martin Kohlrausch from KU Leuven 
titled “The Modernist Experience: Polish Architects, Internationalism and the State”, followed by a curatorial 
tour of the exhibition and a reception. On Thursday, 25 June, discussions continued within a half-a-day 
international workshop.  The event brought together scholars and researchers from several European academic 
institutions, including Dr Konrad Matyjaszek from the Institute of Slavic Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
in Warsaw, Zuzana Ragulová from Brno University of Technology, Prof. Martin Kohlrausch from KU Leuven, 
Daniel Ljunggren from the University of Gothenburg, Aleksandra Podlejska from the University of Wrocław, 
Vladimír Slapeta from the Technical University in Prague, Mirko Przystawik from the Technical University of 
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Braunschweig, and Joanna Majczyk from Wrocław University of Science and Technology. Following the 
workshop, participants took part in a joint visit to the vernissage of the new exhibition at the Museum of 
Architecture in Wrocław, Interwoven. Barbara Brukalska, Helena Syrkus and the Networks of Modernism. 

B) City Walks 

In addition to the exhibition and public events, the programme included a series of 8 guided urban walks - 
specially designed for the series, being an extension of the exhibit into the city allowing participants to encounter 
the architectural heritage of Jewish architects directly in Wrocław’s urban space. Each walk combined historical 
narration, architectural interpretation and discussion with participants.  

● “Designing Health: Architecture for Medicine in Pre-War Breslau/Wrocław”, 7 May 2026 (for 
employees of Wrocław Medical University), 9 May in Polish and on 10 May 2026 in English (for general 
public). Guided walks led by Damian Kanclerski, a certified city guide, focused on the old medical 
campus around Mikulicza-Radeckiego Street introducing participants to the architectural and social 
history of medical institutions in pre-war Breslau/Wrocław, with particular attention to the 
relationship between architecture, public health, hygiene, care and the development of modern 
medical infrastructure as well as careers of Jewish pre-war medical staff. By addressing the university 
community directly, the walk created a meaningful link between the historical legacy of the medical 
campus and the contemporary institutional identity of Wrocław Medical University. 

● “Jewish Architects in Breslau/Wrocław: Following the Ehrlich Brothers. Between Tradition and 
Modernity”, 17 May 2026. The walk led by Aleksandra Podlejska presented selected buildings 
associated with the Ehrlich brothers and discussed their role in connecting Jewish communal 
architecture with broader residential, commercial and urban development. The route highlighted the 
tension between tradition and modernity in their work and invited participants to consider the place 
of Jewish architects within the architectural culture of pre-war Breslau. 

● “Architecture for Medicine. Jewish Architects and Development of Medicine in Pre-War 
Breslau/Wrocław”, 21 May and 30 June 2026. Public walks led by Dr Tim Buchen of the Jewish Studies 
Department, University of Wrocław, focused on the area of the former Jewish Hospital on Sudecka 
Street. It examined the role of Jewish communal institutions in the development of healthcare, 
philanthropy and public service in Breslau/Wrocław. The visits opened a discussion on how 
architecture reflected social responsibility and minority self-organization, while also serving broader 
urban communities. It raised questions about memory, loss, transformation and the visibility of Jewish 
heritage in today’s city. The second walk on 30 June was included in the programme of the Jewish 
Culture Festival - Simcha. 

● “City in Progress. Architectural Walk Accompanying the Exhibition”, 23 May and 28 May 2026. These 
walks were led by Dr Eng. Arch. Joanna Majczyk made a direct link with the exhibition “Jewish 
Architects of Wrocław” and presented selected sites connected with the broader architectural 
transformation of the city. It encouraged participants to read Wrocław as a layered urban landscape 
shaped by different historical periods, social actors and cultural influences. The walks focused on traces 
of Jewish professional, civic and architectural presence in the city, showing how they remained visible, 
hidden or transformed in contemporary urban space. 

The programme was developed and implemented under the leadership of UMF and in cooperation with several 
institutional partners whose expertise and networks shaped its interdisciplinary character. The series fostered 
synergies between partners and strengthened their collaboration. The Taube Department of Jewish Studies at 
the University of Wrocław provided the academic and institutional framework for the exhibition, public and 
academic events, supporting the historical and cultural interpretation of Jewish heritage in Breslau/Wrocław. 
The Bente Kahan Foundation contributed its long-standing experience in preserving, presenting and activating 
Jewish heritage through cultural and educational projects, and prepared the exhibition “Jewish Architects of 
Wrocław”. Wrocław Medical University and the Wrocław Medical Discovery Centre contributed to the medical-
history dimension of the project, while the Wrocław Institute of Culture, Museum of Architecture of Wrocław 
and Jewish Culture Festival - Simcha joined promotion and enabled reaching wider audiences.  

Together, the walks transformed the city into an extended exhibition space. They enabled different audiences 
— including university employees, local residents, heritage professionals, activists, educators, scholars, students 
and international visitors — to engage directly with places connected to Jewish architectural heritage and social 
activism. 

Communication /Facebook events and posts: series announcement link, event I  link, event II  link, post-event II 
photos link, event II recorded live streaming, event III link 24.06, event III link 25.06; walks led by Daniel 
Kanclerski link 09.05, link 10.05, post-walk photos & videos link; walk led by Aleksandra Podlejska link 17.05; 

https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid0UMe6f7G7d7z9ERbkT9ZK3qhBQCUeFQwHUMzwePwtLzWrLfdS3UJCcFH23WjfTM7Rl
https://www.facebook.com/events/1361725852675759/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/1523406172642893/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid02N5kAA4zPGjs4QFD4WzeP6279WcmzkQAWrs5EtXsQ6kWtm9GKW5TULJqJa9JmGNvKl
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=3590732131111394
https://www.facebook.com/events/850994251407875?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/1357335242938422?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/976136181769246
https://www.facebook.com/events/2336294080189922/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid02hwUrjw27T13AzNuYbKtcqXdi88mSetvc7f7uuWQ8mc3GSxSPgGpdJMEr4zD3Qw3Xl
https://www.facebook.com/events/992071543162015/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
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walks led by Tim Buchen link 21.05, link 30.06, post-walk videos link; walks led by Joanna Majczyk link 28.05 
link 09.05, post-walk video link. Some partners’ posts: Benete Kahan Foundation link, Jewish Studies Dep. link.  

 

HISTORY OF CHANGES 

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE 

1.0 01.04.2024 Initial version (new MFF). 

2.0 19.02.2025 Changed the delivery date from November 2025 to June 2026 and 

changed the delivery place from Berlin, Germany to Wrocław, Poland. 

3.0 22.06.2026 Change of format from Single exhibition to Series of events (sessions, 

panels, walks). Decrease in the number of participants from  4-6 

countries;  ≥276 participants;  Amount: 42,285 EUR to 4-6 

countries; 251/275 participants; Amount: 39,645 EUR  

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1284802113843670
https://www.facebook.com/events/1068280432195908?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanMemoryFoundation/posts/pfbid02esnjxRqBZPcE6RwG1EJiDwqdaG5oHdXSEYDCYS4iF73Ynkqh3GfqcnKP5RC8vpnel
https://www.facebook.com/events/947619537905373?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/1471372660780575/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/976136181769246/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22external_search_engine%22%7D%2C%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22attachment%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%7D%5D%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1481491373161921
https://www.facebook.com/fundacjabentekahan/posts/pfbid02UGWLCMtYZRodhTWAnspUHHziyXurErgr5mkgktnePSCUhWrC98frVr8eE7FSoTYQl
https://www.facebook.com/judaistykauwr/posts/pfbid0cKAPppQnkauqCSkn3iJdkH5zyzTbkL2LN2BpZC4jcfFZ5MA2breRqkwAcsBSqVpvl

